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State, local jobless rates fall 
into record-low territory 


BY DALE KASLER 
dkasler@sacbee.com 


A building boom and an in- 
flux of new jobs have driven 
Sacramento’s unemployment 
rate to record-low territory. 
California’s, too. 

The region’s unemployment 
rate dropped four-tenths of a 


percentage point in November 
to 3.7 percent, matching the 
lowest rate in greater Sacra- 
mento since at least 1990, the 
state Employment Development 
Department said Friday. Sacra- 
mento unemployment hit 3.7 
percent twice during the dot- 
com boom, in May 1999 and 
December 2000, said EDD 
labor market consultant Cara 


Welch. 

“That’s remarkable,” said 
economist Jeff Michael of the 
University of the Pacific. He 
said the region’s job growth has 
improved measurably in recent 
months after becoming “fairly 
stagnant” in the first half of 
2017. 

“The momentum is there to 
keep it going another year,” he 


said, although he doubts the 
unemployment rate can fall 
much further than it has. 
Statewide unemployment also 
fell sharply in November, to 4.6 
percent from 4.9 percent a 
month earlier. The 4.6 percent 
statewide rate is the lowest 
since 1976, according to data 


SEE EMPLOYMENT, 2A 
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Security 
Council 
tightens 
N. Korea 
sanctions 


BY RICK GLADSTONE 
AND DAVID E. SANGER 


New York Times 


UNITED NATIONS 

The United Nations Securi- 
ty Council placed new sanc- 
tions on North Korea on Fri- 
day that significantly choke 
off fuel supplies and order 
North Koreans working over- 
seas to return home. It may 
prove the last test of whether 
any amount of economic 
pressure can force the isolat- 
ed country to reverse course 
on its nuclear weapons pro- 
gram. 

The sanctions, proposed by 
the United States and adopt- 
ed by a vote of 15-0, were the 
third imposed this year in an 
escalating effort to force 
North Korea into negotia- 
tions. China and Russia 
joined in the vote, in a strik- 
ing display of unity, but only 
after the Trump adminis- 
tration agreed to soften a 
couple of provisions. 

Under the new sanctions, 
North Korea’s imports of 
refined petroleum will be cut 
by 89 percent, exacerbating 
fuel shortages. North Korean 
laborers who work in other 
countries, a key source of 
hard currency, will be ex- 
pelled. Nations will be urged 
to inspect all North Korean 
shipping and halt ship-to-ship 
transfers of fuel, which the 
North has used to evade sanc- 
tions. 


SEE NORTH KOREA, 2A 
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Virtual currency plunges 
more than 30 percent in 
24 hours, causing panic 
among buyers. 8A 
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HIGHWAY 65 PLAN 
STILL JUST THAT 


Placer County wants to 
widen road near I-80 to 
ease Galleria congestion 
but lacks the funds. 1B 
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Meem Mohsin, left, prays in her family’s living room with her parents, Shahana and Mosaddad, during the Muslim noon prayer in the family’s 
Davis home. Along with her Arabic prayers glorifying God, Mohsin said she also offers a “Dua,” a specific prayer in English for specific things, 
such as safety from harm, good grades and better relationships with her family. 


Millennials reject organized religion 
but still find meaning in Christmas 


BY STEPHEN MAGAGNINI 
AND PHILLIP REESE 


smagagnini@sacbee.com 


teven Kunze of Roseville 

was baptized Roman 

Catholic. He said he was 

once a very religious 
person, but has become an athe- 
ist. 

That won’t stop him from 
celebrating Christmas by giving 
plasma, as he did last year, and 
donating food to a homeless 
shelter. 

“Empathy isn’t exclusive to 
religion,” said Kunze, 19. 
“There’s no reason I shouldn’t 
be able to do something good.” 

Organized religion is losing 
young people, but even though 
they don’t frequent formal 
houses of worship, many still 
find meaning in Christmas. 

The Pew Research Center, 
which regularly studies Amer- 
icans’ religious attitudes, sur- 
veyed 1,500 Americans from 
Nov. 29 to Dec. 4 and found 
that a dwindling number of 
people celebrate Christmas as a 
religious holiday. Only 46 per- 
cent of those surveyed said they 
viewed Christmas mainly as a 
religious holiday, down from 51 
percent in 2013. A third of re- 
spondents said Christmas was a 


Elizabeth Jolene, a 33-year-old lawyer from South Korea, often looks 
at nature when she feels a spiritual need. “I appreciate teachings from 
all religions, but | don’t personify God,” she said. “I treat God as an 
energy we should all strive to have in our hearts.” She said she no 
longer identifies as Christian, but this is still her favorite time of year. 


cultural holiday for them, while 
others view it as a mix of cultur- 
al and religious celebration. 
Eight percent of those surveyed 
said they don’t celebrate it at 
all. 

This trend was particularly 
pronounced among members of 
the millennial generation, de- 
fined by Pew as those born after 
1980. Just 32 percent of millen- 


nials surveyed said they viewed 
Christmas as mainly a religious 
holiday. 

They weren’t particularly 
bothered by the so-called “war 
on Christmas,” which has be- 
come a hot political topic for 
conservatives. Fifty-six percent 
of the 18- to 29-year-olds sur- 
veyed said they didn’t care 
wither a store greeted them 


with “merry Christmas” or 
“happy holidays.” 

The findings dovetail with 
studies by Pew and other re- 
search organizations that show 
a growing number of Americans 
don’t affiliate with a particular 
church or religion. 

A 2014 Pew survey found that 
35 percent of millennials don’t 
identify with any religion, com- 
pared with 17 percent of baby 
boomers and 23 percent of 
those in Generation X. 

California leads the nation in 
the flight from church. About 35 
percent of the state’s adults told 
surveyors in 2011 that religion 
was very important to their 
lives, according to Gallup. By 
2016, that percentage had fallen 
to 31 percent, well below the 
nationwide average of 38 per- 
cent. 

The total share of California 
adults identifying as Christians 
of any stripe fell by 8 percent- 
age points between 2007 and 
2014. Slightly less than two- 
thirds of the state’s adults iden- 
tify as Christians. 

Judaism, Buddhism and Hin- 
duism each claim about 2 per- 
cent of the state’s adults, while 
1 percent of the state’s adults 
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